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Dear Senator Musto, Representative Jutila, Senator McLachlan, Representative Hwang and the
distinguished members of the General Administration and Elections Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Joint Resolution No. 24, A RESOLUTION
PROPOSING A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO PERMIT OVERSEAS MILITARY
VOTERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO WAIVE THE RIGHT OF SECRET VOTING IN ORDER TO
VOTE BY ANY METHOD PERMITTED UNDER STATE LAW.

I am happy to come before you today to support a concept that I have had the pleasure to help evolve and
move forward. Roughly one year ago, 1 came before this committee to support a bill that would have
allowed Connecticut’s military personnel stationed outside our state to access online voting over a secure
website.

The fact is every American overseas faces hurdles trying to vote, and members of the armed services
have an especially difficult time doing so. According to a survey by the Overseas Vote Foundation, more
than one-fifth of military voters — 21.6% - did not receive their requested absentee ballots versus 17% for
overseas civilians, Military voters were also more likely to report receiving their ballots too late than
general overseas civilians — 4% to 2.6%. In order to address the unique voting challenges faced by our
military personnel out of state we must think outside the box, and allowing them the option of voting
online will ensure that their voice counts.

This Senate Joint Resolution is a key legal step in allowing this to happen. Our state’s constitution
guarantees the right to a “secret ballot”, which can be ensured through paper balloting or the other
various methods our towns and cities currently use. Voting online and having that data transmitted back
here to Connecticut could violate that secrecy, so Senate Joint Resolution No, 24 would give our military
voters out-of-state the option to waive that constitutional right to ensure that their vote is counted.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify today.
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